
  

 
 
 

Biography 
 

Stanley - Richard Lewis Stanley (1962-) 
 
Father: Stanley - Ralph Warren Stanley (1929-2021) 
Mother: Linscott - Marion Louise (Linscott) Stanley (1933-) 
Birth Date: March 14, 1962 
Born at: Southwest Harbor, Maine 
 
Significant Education:  
 
Spouse Name: Strauss - Lorraine A. (Strauss) Stanley (1973-) 
Spouse Parents: Kim Strauss (1949-) and Charlene Angela Wood (1946-) 
Wedding Date:  
Wedding Place: Gott Island, Maine 
 
Occupation: Boat Builder 
Richard Stanley Custom Boats 
13 Little Island Way 
Bass Harbor, Maine 
 
Childhood Home:  
William Doane Stanley House 
ME - SWH – Clark Point Road – 102-104 
 
Home:  
1984: 72 Seawall Road, Manset 
 
Death Date:  
Death Place:  
Cemetery:  
 
Vessels: 
 
Richard grew up in his father’s boat shop and began to help him build boats when he was very 
young. Richard’s name started appearing as a builder in 1983 when he helped to father build the 
28-foot schooner, “Equinox” given to Mystic Seaport. Richard grew up to be a fine boat builder. 
“He’s a better boat builder than I am.” Ralph told Charlotte Morrill in 2010. He began working full 
time at the boatyard after he graduated from the Boat School in 1982. He bought an interest in the 
business in 1986 and ran the shop from that time until Ralph Stanley closed in 2009. Richard and 
his wife Lorraine (Strauss) Stanley continue his father’s boat building tradition in their boat shop, 
“Great Harbor Boatworks” in Manset, Maine. 



  

 
"When the USS Constitution was preparing for its 200th Anniversary in 2002, Ralph W. Stanley 
and his crew were called to help determine if the vessel was seaworthy.  Ralph and his son, 
Richard, and son-in-law Tim Goodwin, went to Boston to conduct a survey of the vessel." – 
Bangor Daily News, September 25, 2009. 
 

Goodwin – Timothy Wayne Goodwin 
 
Awards 
 
2012: Great Harbor Boatworks’ President and Master Boatbuilder, Richard Stanley, has been 
approved to receive a Traditional Arts Fellowship award from the Maine Arts Commission. 
 
According to information provided by the Maine Arts Commission: “Mastering a traditional art 
calls for an understanding of a particular style or choice of materials, as well as a deep connection 
to place and local practices. These influences play an essential role in shaping a traditional artist’s 
work and/or repertoire. The Traditional Arts Fellowship Program seeks to honor Maine artists 
who have devoted their lives to keeping these traditions alive. Through their creativity and 
commitment, the cultural identity of an entire community is celebrated and reaffirmed. 
 
“Traditional arts are passed down through the generations, reflecting the values and practices of a 
shared culture based on geography, language, religion, occupation, ethnic heritage, tribal 
affiliation or family background. “Boat building, basket making, wood carving, fly-tying, 
instrumental and vocal music, quilting, hooked or rag rug making and knitting are a few examples 
of traditional arts that are practiced in Maine. These arts are usually learned through observation 
and imitation at the hands of a master practitioner rather than through classes, books, the 
internet or academic training.” “A jury of out-of-state traditional arts specialists reviews 
applications.” 
 
2013: Maine Arts Commission Traditional Arts Apprenticeship Grant, Richard Stanley and Ryan 
Snow  
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